
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Continuation of the project on Baltic-wide assessment of 
coastal fish communities in support of an ecosystem-based 
management 

Copenhagen, Denmark, 10-12 February 2015 

FISH-PRO II 2-2015, 2-2 

 

 

 Page 1 of 4  
 

Document title Document title 
Code 2-2  
Category INF 
Agenda Item 2 – Information by the Chair, Secretariat, Contracting Parties and Observer organizations 

on HELCOM activities of relevance to HELCOM FISH-PRO II 
Submission date 27.1.2015 
Submitted by Secretariat 
Reference Outcome of FISH-PRO II 1-2014 

 

Background 
The First meeting of the Continuation of the Project on Baltic-wide assessment of coastal fish communities 

in support of an ecosystem-based management was held in Warsaw, Poland, on 18-20 March 2014. The 

Meeting was attended by representatives from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Poland and Sweden as well as WWF Poland. Extracts from the meeting outcomes of relevance for this 

meeting are attached. The whole Outcome can be accessed here. 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to 

 take note of the extracts from the outcome of HELCOM FISH-PRO II 1-2014, and especially of tasks 
assigned for the HELCOM FISH-PRO II 2-2015 meeting, including: 

o discussing the most representative functional groups for the indicator “Abundance of fish key 
functional groups” as well as size related indicators and mean trophic level as possible candidate 
core indicators for HELCOM CORESET II (Heading 1); 

o new coastal fish experts and data to FISH-PRO II (Heading 2); 

o considering input to the second HELCOM holistic assessment and the scope of the next thematic 
assessment of coastal fish status (Heading 3); 

o looking into potential solutions for data management arrangements for coastal fish core 
indicators (Heading 4) 

o reviewing the report on the use of commercial catch statistics for coastal fish to be provided by 
Finland (Heading 5) 

o consider expanding the scope of the project to include aspects of coastal fish as highlighted under 
Descriptor 3 and possible methods and means by which to assess Descriptor 3 for coastal species 
to be presented by Finland (Heading 5).  

o reviewing the situation with the application to NCM on mapping of recruitment areas (Heading 
6) 

o reviewing a summary report based on national reviews on recreational fisheries to be presented 
by Finland (Heading 7) 

o incorporating ecosystem services valuation into the work of the project (Heading 8) 

https://portal.helcom.fi/Archive/archive2/FISH%20PRO%20II%201-2014_Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20-PRO%20II%20.pdf#search=FISH-PRO%20II%201-2014
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Extracts from the Outcome of FISH-PRO II 1-2015 of relevance for FISH-

PRO II 2-2015 

The First meeting of the Continuation of the Project on Baltic-wide assessment of coastal fish communities 

in support of an ecosystem-based management was held in Warsaw, Poland, on 18-20 March 2014. The 

Meeting was attended by representatives from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Poland and Sweden as well as WWF Poland. 

1. Coastal fish core indicators 

The Meeting:  

 concluded that the most representative functional groups [for the indicator “Abundance of fish key 
functional groups”] need to be distinguished at a national level before final decisions can be made and 
agreed to come back to this issue at the next Meeting.  

 considered the contribution of FISH-PRO II to CORESET II work and agreed on the finalization of core 
indicator reports on January – February 2015 and on the final review of core indicator reports at FISH-
PRO II 2-2015. 

 agreed to come back to the discussion on size related indicators and mean trophic level as possible 
candidate core indicators for HELCOM CORESET II by the next meeting and meanwhile to perform more 
analysis on the indicators and to look into both the “Size structure of piscivores” and “Size structure of 
key species”. The indicator “Size structure of piscivores” could be applicable to the majority of monitoring 
programmes. 

 was of the opinion that the indicator “Abundance and distribution of juvenile flounder” developed within 
the MARMONI project could be a possible Baltic-wide indicator to be used as a supporting or candidate 
indicator in the future, and that it needs to be developed more further and to find out how to arrange 
monitoring for it. 

 was of the opinion that the indicator “Abundance and impact of non-native species on native fish species” 
developed within the MARMONI project could also be a Baltic-wide indicator to assess Descriptor 2 in 
the future. 

2. New experts and data and long-term continuation of coastal fish monitoring 

The Meeting 

 welcomed Mr. Helmut Winkler and Mr. Norbert Schulz as new experts to the project, appreciated 
German participation in the FISH-PRO II 1/2014 Meeting and encouraged their future involvement in the 
project. 

 welcomed the initiative by Mr. Norbert Schulz and Mr. Helmut Winkler to calculate HELCOM coastal fish 
core indicators from their data and to include the assessment in the updates of the HELCOM core 
indicator fact sheets for coastal fish by October 31 2014. 

 encouraged Russia to, in their coastal fish assessments, consider focusing on one or a couple of gears and 
a specific time of the year, preferentially August and base the indicator calculations on CPUE in order to 
be comparable to other areas in the Baltic Sea and invited the Russian experts to participate in the future 
work of HELCOM FISH-PRO II.  

 was of the opinion that Mr. Sergey Shibaev could be contacted for similar data in the Kaliningrad area. 

 stressed the long-term continuation of the coastal fish monitoring in Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania 
and Poland and that monitoring should preferentially be carried out on an annual basis and encouraged 
the Contracting Parties to look for possibilities to finance their participation and contribution in HELCOM 
projects.  
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3. Input to the second HELCOM holistic assessment and the next thematic assessment of coastal fish 

The Meeting 

 considered the input of the project for the upcoming HELCOM holistic assessment and agreed that one 
deliverable could be updated coastal fish core indicators and assessments pending national funding for 
updating the indicators and performing the assessments. 

 discussed the scope of the next thematic assessment of coastal fish status and was of the opinion that 
the assessment could include the following suggestions, and agreed to revisit them in the coming 
Meetings: 

o aggregation principles and methods for indicator based assessments;  
o review of the work done since the last thematic assessment including the role of essential 

habitats; 
o the use of commercial catch statistics for indicator development and status assessments and 

links between indicators and pressures;  
o status assessment based on a spatial approach.  

4. Data management arrangement 

 agreed to look into the potential solutions to for data management arrangement for coastal fish core 
indicators in the next Meeting, e.g. including it in the upcoming HELCOM biodiversity data portal or the ICES 
data portal. 

5. Commercial catch reporting systems and MSFD Descriptor 3 

 recalled that HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013 welcomed the willingness of Finland to prepare a report based 
on a questionnaire on commercial catch reporting systems to be answered by the Contracting Parties 
and welcomed that Finland will provide a report on the use of commercial catch statistics for coastal fish 
assessments to be reviewed at FISH-PRO II 2-2015. 

 noted the suggestion by Mr. Lappalainen for HELCOM FISH-PRO II to cover the monitoring of all 
commercial coastal species not included by ICES (e.g. pike-perch, perch, whitefish) and especially to look 
into the effects of fisheries on the species. 

 agreed to consider expanding the scope of the project to also include aspects of coastal fish as highlighted 
under Descriptor 3: Population of commercial fish / shell fish and to develop tools on how to do it in the 
future and welcomed that Finland will look into the possible methods and means by which to assess the 
Descriptor 3 for coastal species by the next Meeting of the project. 

6. Workshop on mapping of recruitment areas 

The Meeting 

 recalled that HELCOM FISH-PRO 3/2013 agreed that mapping of recruitment areas should be a long-term 
goal of the project and invited Sweden to draft an application to the Nordic Council of Ministers in order 
to arrange a workshop on mapping of recruitment areas. 

 welcomed the draft application for a workshop on essential habitats to be submitted to the Nordic 
Council of Ministers as presented by the Project Manager and noted that the intention is to finalise the 
application by 31 March 2014. 

 encouraged the Contracting Parties to provide comments to the application and send them to the Project 
Manager by Wednesday 26 March and to nominate national contacts who could participate in the 
Workshop if funding is allocated. 
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7. Recreational fisheries 

The Meeting 

 recognised that the outtake from recreational fisheries on coastal fish species is generally substantial and 
noted that HELCOM in cooperation with ICES will consider the evaluation of impacts of recreational 
fisheries 

 welcomed the initiative from Finland to send a questionnaire to each country and compile a short 
summary report based on national reviews to be presented at the next Meeting of the project, including 

o description of the recreational fisheries in each country 
o available information on catches within the recreational fisheries 
o information on the relative contribution of the catches of the recreational fisheries 

8. Ecosystem services 

The Meeting 

 acknowledged the importance of incorporating ecosystem services in the future work of coastal fish 
and agreed to consider ecosystem services as a possible future topic for the project. 

 decided to investigate the possibility to invite an expert on ecosystem services valuation for the next 
Meeting to provide insights on the potential contribution of the project to future work within this field.  

 


